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By Jim Adams

Associated Press

CES News Correspondent Daniel
Schorr confirmed yesterday that he
was responsible for newspaper publi-
cation of most of the House Select
Inteliigence Committee's still-classi-
fied secret report.

“l decided that with much of the
contents already known I could not
be the one responsible for SUppress-
ing the report,” Schorr said in a de-
tailed statement.

*“That decision was entirely mine,”
he szid, Schorr gave no indication
who leaked the report to him.

HE SAID only that “‘the report be-
came available to me — and appar-
ently not to me alone — at a time
when its general relcase was expect-
ed within a jew days.”

He said he reported highlights

‘extensively on CBS news but the

situation changed when the House,
by a vote of 246 to 124 on Jan. 29,
ordered the Intellipence Cornmittee
to keep the report secret.

Publication of the report
pages of a New York tabisid, The
Village Voice, was arranged by an
intermediary provided by a Wash-
ington organization that -.ovides
legal defense in press freedom cases,
Schorr said.

He said he made that ar.
rangement to provizi= 1dar-
tional protection for v.i5 own
source and because *'{ con-
sidered it unthinkai . that
there would be any persenal
profit for me.”

SCHORR ACCUSED the
organization — The ic2port-
ers Committee {:: the
Freedom of the Press — of
breaching conlidentiaiity.

T am fully aware of the
frony of my compiaining
about leaks,” he said,

But he appeared 10 blame
the reporters commiites ror
public disclosure of his roie
in the publication of the re-

port.
“I deeply regret that the
reporters committee has

not ‘been able to mainiain
the confidentiality of the
. arranzement because there
are delicate matters invoiv-
ed that journalists shoald
want to protect in their
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Schorr said that when he
realized that he had a copy
of a report that no lonzer
was likely to be made pub-
lic, “I telt myself confroant-
ed with =an inescanable
decision of journalistic con-
science.”

“It was whether, as
possibly the sole possessor
of the document outside the
government, to cooporute
in what might be the total
suppression of a report
originally meant for public
distribution.”

HE SAID he “enlisted the
confidential cooperation ’ of
the reporters committee
which he said providzd an
intermediary knowindae-
able about publishing ‘with
whom I dealt by icie-
phone.”

The intermediary report-
ed. back that there was ittie
carly prospect for puolics
tion as 2 book and that the
best copportunity was an
offer from the Village Voice
that would be withdrawn in
24 hours

“I agreed that the offer
should be accepted and
asked to be kept out of all
financial arrangments,”
Schorr said.

In fact, he said, he had no
dealings of any kind with
anyone at the Village Voice.

“Tae question of money
was, to my mind, secondary

~and mainly symbohc to

underline an act that I con-
sidered essential as a jour-
nalist,” Schorr said.

A spokesman for, the re-
porters committee sawd
yesterday it agreed to ac-
cept the proceeds of any
pubiication of the report by
Schorr “‘on the same ternes
as any donation — 1o be
used in defense of the Firut
Ainendment
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“WE PUT MR. Schorr intweistt 9 they did not

touch with an attorney
familiar with publishing,”
the epokesman said. *'so
that Mr. Schorr could make
his own publication ar-
rangements. Mr. Schorr
said his plan was to have
the report published in hook
form with an introduction
sighed by him and the ar-
rangement with the report-
¢rs committce would be
Known.

“When he changed his
plans there was sirply no
way that, after publication,
Mr. Schorr could have ex-
pected that a committee of
news reporters would not
publically confirm alli the
arrangements, -

“There was no breach of
cnniidentially by the com-
mitice.” the spokesman
conciuded,

He had refused to discuss
the matter Thursday after
another newsman said an
intermediary indicated
Schorr had a copy of the re-
port. He also had displayed
the title page of the report
on television and had done a
number of news reports on
its contents,

“My lips are sealed on
legal advice,” he said when
asked about the report.

SCHORR'S ROLE in the
publication of the House re-
port was disclosed by The
Washington Post in a story
bublished the day The Vil
age Voice printed the re-
port.

The Post story was hased
on bolh on-the-record and
off-the-record comments
by members of the report-
ers cornmittee plus  stat-
ments by Schoor, :

Members of the organiza-
tion later said that Schorr
had contacted them and
asked if they wouid accept
proceeds from pubiication
of the report,
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know_ if The Village Voiee
publication had be:n zr
jranged o any wav by
-Sehurr — or even if ke in
fact had a copy of the House
committee report.




